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Students Inducted into Psi Chi 
Danielle Avecillas, Carolyn Brouard, Erna Buljko, and Christine Demicco were inducted into the Centenary University Chapter of 

Psi Chi, the International Academic Honor Society in Psychology.  Psi Chi was founded in 1929 with a mission to encourage ex-

cellence in scholarship and advance the science of psychology. More than 700,000 lifetime members have joined in this worth-

while cause including Distinguished Members such as Drs. Albert Bandura, B. F. Skinner, and Phillip Zimbardo. A few popular 

Membership Benefits include international recognition for academic excellence, as well as access to our three publications and 

more than $400,000 in annual awards and grants. 

Eligibility for induction requires sophomore status or higher, a minimum 3.20 overall GPA and a minimum 3.20 Psychology GPA. 

The induction ceremony was held on February 26, 2017 in the Front Parlors and attended by the inductees and their family, 

friends, and faculty.  The induction ceremony was led by Abby Voelkner (Psi Chi Chapter President) and Dr. Morgen (Psi Chi 

Faculty Advisor). 

Our next induction ceremony will be held sometime in the summer 2017.  Invitations to those eligible will go out by email soon 

after grades are submitted in May. 

Congratulations again to Danielle, Carolyn, Erna, and Christine! 

 

 

 

Photo Caption 

From left to right: Carolyn Brouard, Christine Demicco, Erna Buljko.  Not pictured: Danielle Avecillas 

PSI CHI OFFICERS ACADEMIC YEAR 2017/18 

President Carolyn Brouard 

Vice President Erna Buljko 



Field Work in AY 2016/2017 

Abby Voelkner &  

Katherine Gannon 

Catholic Charities 

Families First Program 

Phillipsburg, NJ 

Melissa Avecillas 

Samaritan Village 

Outpatient Substance 

Use Disorders        

Treatment 

Manhattan, NY 

Shaina Dinapoli 

Summit Behavioral 

Health 

Intensive Outpatient 

Substance Use          

Disorders Treatment 

Union, NJ 



CONGRATULATIONS! 

The following students have 

been admitted to graduate 

school starting in the Fall. 

Melissa Avecillas 

M.A., Clinical-Counseling 

Centenary University 

 

Shaina Dinapoli 

Katherine Gannon 

M.A., Clinical Mental Health Counseling 

Fairleigh Dickinson University 

 

Abby Voelkner 

M.Ed., Counseling & Human Services 

Lehigh University 



Meet Dr. Floether 
As interviewed by Rebecca Thompson  

Where did you get your education and training? 

I earned my undergraduate degree from Centenary College. I went on to Fairleigh Dickinson University and earned my Masters in Clinical 
Psychology. My training and work was conducted at Devereux Deerhaven in Chester NJ which was a residential treatment center for ado-
lescent girls who had behavioral and emotional difficulties.  I then completed my doctoral degree from Capella University with a degree in 
Educational Psychology, with a concentration in Developmental Psychology.  
 

What type of psychology field do you work in? 

I was a clinician. At the current time I do not have  a practice, but I have consulted with a variety of settings. One in particular was several 
years ago when I consulted at an Assisted Living Center on the development and implementation of an intergenerational day care center 
which connected the elderly persons in that living setting with a local day care.  

  
What attracted you to Centenary? 

I came to Centenary in the mid-1980’s because I loved the small, family feel about it. It was even smaller then, and I made life-long friends 
with students. I had the privilege to be mentored by a faculty member, Dr. Charles Frederickson. He inspired me to be a better counselor 
and then professor. I came back to Centenary because of my love of teaching, and my love of Centenary. The small, family feeling remains 
to this day. The students keep me coming back on a daily basis. I enjoy awakening a love of psychology and learning in my students.  
 

What are some of your research interests?  

I love to help students discover their passion for research. At this time, I am overseeing three independent studies – one is on saturation of 
color and emotion, another is on first generation Americans going to college, and the third is on study habits of students. When I research, I 
love to explore anything that deals with the human condition throughout life. I love to explore the process of death and mourning; I also love 
to explore the changes in generations, especially when it focuses on college students.  

 

What is something unique about you? 

My openness and honesty. I love being myself and helping others understand the world through experiences.  
. 

Meet Dr. Gaddy 
As interviewed by Rebecca Thompson 

1. Where did you get your education and training? 

I received a Master's in Counseling from Montclair State University and my doctorate from Seton Hall University. 

2. What type of psychology do you work in? 

Specifically, I am a marriage and family therapist. However, I've worked with numerous disorders such as schizophrenia, bipolar, 
and depression to name a few. 

3. What attracted you to Centenary? 

It is a small liberal arts college and I thought I could make more of a difference working much closer with students than working at 
a large university. 

4. What are some of your research interests? 

My research interests lie mainly with racial identity and African American concerns around bias. 

5. What is something unique about you? 

I am a retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel. I was in the Air National Guard for over 27 years. I was deployed to Kuwait after 9/11. 

. 



Students Present at the                

Eastern Psychological Association 

Conference in Boston 



Brouard, C., & Morgen, K. (2017, March).  Co-occurring psychiatric history and TC treatment: Discharge data.  

Poster presented at the 88th Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association, Boston, MA. 

Coates, B., & Morgen, K. (2017, March).  Changes in treatment motivation, readiness, and engagement in a TC 

population.  Poster presented at the 88th Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association, Boston, MA. 

Dinapoli, S., Gannon, K., Nardone, S., & Morgen, K.  (2017, March).  Comparisons between SUD treatment pro-

grams offering/not offering LGBT/older adult services.  Poster presented at the 88th Annual Meeting of the Eastern 

Psychological Association, Boston, MA.  

Madonna, A., & Morgen, K. (2017, March).  The effects of speech/hearing impairment on substance use disorders 

treatment.  Poster presented at the 88th Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association, Boston, MA. 

Smith, J., Poltricitsky, A., & Morgen, K. (2017, March).  Decisional balance and collegiate marijuana use.  Poster 

presented at the 88th Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association, Boston, MA. 

Voelkner, A., Thompson, R., Gunanwan, K., & Morgen, K. (2017, March).  Coping strategies in older adult prison-

ers.  Poster presented at the 88
th
 Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association, Boston, MA. 



Meet a Recent Alumni: 

Dr. Elisabeth Endrikat (B.A., 2012) 
Dr. Endrikat just earned her Psy.D. in School Psychology at Fair-
leigh Dickinson University—Metropolitan Campus. Throughout her 
training, Elisabeth has assumed the role of research assistant 
conducting research on substance use disorders, child maltreat-
ment, and the foster care system. She has presented her findings 
at numerous professional conferences. Elisabeth has practicum 
experience in school and other educational settings. She complet-
ing her internship training at Sussex County Technical School 
working with both the Child Study Team as well as in their School-
Based Youth Services Program. In addition, Elisabeth is an indi-
vidual counselor for an extended school year program providing 
social skills training and behavior management to children with 
special education needs including Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), and Learning 
Disabilities.  Dr. Endrikat, who is also a Nationally Certified School 
Psychologist, will be starting work in the fall as a school psychologist in New Jersey. 

Psychology Student Awards 
Congratulations to the following undergraduate students who 
earned Department awards for their outstanding achievement in 
Psychology.  Abby received her award at the April 27th Academic 
Honors Convocation.  Carolyn, Erna, and Ethan will receive their 
awards at the Department Awards Ceremony this coming Monday, 
May 8th @4pm in the 2nd floor Lackland Conference Room. 

Outstanding Achievement in Psychology—Senior:  

Abigail Voelkner 

Outstanding Achievement in Psychology—Junior:  

Carolyn Brouard 

Outstanding Achievement in Psychology—Sophomore:  

Erna Buljko 

Outstanding Achievement in Psychology—Freshman:  

Ethan Rice 

 



Have a great summer! 

Good luck to our     

graduates! 

We’ll see the rest of you 

all in the Fall... 

Psychology Club Highlights 
The Psychology Club will be launching a weekly 
radio show on WNTI (wnti.org) in the Fall, 2017 
semester. This will be run by the students, and 
will include a variety of topics and ideas. Our first 
few weeks will be focused on movie reviews, 
book reviews, "ask a student about the pro-
gram"; and current events. We will announce the 
time and title as quickly as we know. 

The Psychology Club, with Psi Chi, will be arranging a panel discussion 
again this fall on how to get into graduate school. Recent alumni in graduate 
school will also share their insights into the application process.  The time, 
place, and date will be announced.  

This spring the Psychology Club continued their work with Margie Pavlichko 
and Veterans. They raised awareness for Veterans and their needs.  

The Psychology Club officers for the Fall semester are: 

President -- Jaclyn Smith 

Vice President -- TBA (anyone interested, please contact Dr. Floether) 


