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all of the cashed checks from 
Centenary students is Robert 
E. Howard, a retired Yoga 
instructor who works for the 
P. Denton Bank. “They trust 
me with all this money every 
day, and I’m still not sure 
why,” says Howard. As a 
faithful employee to P. Den-
ton Bank and a reliable friend 
of Centenary College, Mr. 
Howard received the Bonnie 
E. Parker and Clyde C. Bar-
row Lifetime Appreciation 
Award in 2002. 
    After Mr. Howard pulls 
behind the library, a team 
of faculty members helps 
unload the stacks of tuition 
money to bring into the 
library basement. Under-
neath the Greene’s Beans 
kiosk is a giant safe built into 
the wall. If this safe looks 
old, dirty, and worn out, it’s 
exactly that. This safe is the 
only surviving piece of the 
original school prior to the 
fire that burnt it down. It was 
rolled across campus during a 
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By Micheal Clinton
 Last month, the 
Centenary College commu-
nity was made aware that the 
college’s tuition cost would 
be raised. Many students 
are wondering where the 
extra money will be applied. 
It’s been claimed that free 
laundry will be provided for 
residents, but what about all 
the other issues on campus?
Student protests were sched-
uled but quickly dismissed by 
Campus Security, and Eng-
lish majors were drafting let-
ters to the Board of Trustees. 
The real question is where all 
of the tuition money is even 
located. 
According the Director of Tu-
ition Security, Harry Alonzo 
Longabaugh, it is a very 
simple process to transfer 
tuition fees to somewhere 
safe. When checks are written 
out to Centenary College, 
they are immediately taken 
to P. Denton Bank down the 
road and cashed. Inside the 
armored vehicle and carrying 

relocation ceremony planned 
by President D. B. Cooper 
in 1945. It was built into 
the wall of the library and 
has been housing the tuition 
money ever since.
    Locked away in the safe 
is all of tuition money col-
lected since 1985, the year in 
which Centenary’s President 
William H. Bonney and Vice 
President Henry Antrim got 
into a disagreement about 
cafeteria food that led to 
Antrim’s raiding the tuition 
safe and running to the South 
to establish Centenary Col-
lege of Louisiana. Jersey’s 
Centenary made back all of 
the missing money within a 
single semester after a slight 
increase in tuition. The safe 
also houses the confession 
statements of James Titus, 
Shakespeare’s original manu-
script for Love’s Labours 
Won, and the rights to several 
songs written by Deborah 
Harry, the lead singer of 
Blondie.

By Daniel Graham
 How would you like 
to enjoy the luxury of ice 
skating without enduring the 
harsh, freezing temperatures 
this winter has offered us? 
Well, 
Centenary College, Hack-
ettstown and the local region 
are making that possible. 
 At February’s town-
meeting, Hackettstown 
approved a plan that, with the 
help of Centenary, will begin 
to convert the swimming pool 
at the George J. Ferry Natato-
rium, in the John M. Reeves 
Student Recreation Center, 
into a year-round indoor ice 
rink.
This was part of a proposal 
by Hackettstown and towns 
such as Washington, Budd 
Lake and Mt. Olive to begin 
work on it as well as begin-
ning an ice hockey program 
for their respective high 
schools. 
 Centenary, which 
had a club ice hockey pro-
gram as recently as 2012, 
is also looking to bring the 
sport back to campus to help 
broaden its appeal. .
 The outdoor ice 
skating rink that sits at the 
front entrance of the
Centenary parking lot did 
not attract a lot of people this 
winter, as many residents 
cited the frigid temperatures 
and inclement weather as
the main reason.  
 Until now, residents 
had either the choice of 
skating at the outdoor rink or 
they could head to Chill Out 
Sports Arena, a year-round
indoor ice rink located in 
Hackettstown on W. Stiger 

Street.
 As for the swim 
programs that currently use 
the pool, the plan is
to relocate to the outdoor 
Hackettstown Community 
Pool and the YMCA
located in Randolph, NJ for 
practices and indoor meets.
    The programs will look 
to divide ice time between 
the new rink and Chill Out 
Sports Arena. 
 Construction is 
planned to begin in July and 
isexpected to be completed 
between December 2015 and 
February 2016. Once
completed, the youth hockey 
programs will begin that 
spring with open
tryouts and intra-squad games 
scheduled in preparation for 
the season that will begin the 
following winter.
 “I think the time is 
right to bring hockey back to 
Centenary,” said one
Centenary student. “When I 
was a freshman I played for 
that club program. I don’t 
think we had that much sup-
port and we didn’t play that
many games. But now that 
the local towns are looking to 
embrace the sport, maybe we 
can get the program started 
up again and attract some
business from the com-
munity. Also, with the rink 
on campus, students won’t 
have to worry about travel-
ing to attend our games, as 
they would with baseball and 
softball. As long as it’s on 
campus and the games are
still free for students, they’ll 
have the support, no ques-
tion.”

Where’s the money?

By Jessica Lordi
 Many students 
and faculty members were 
shocked when they learned 
that horses will be quartered 
on campus while the barn 
undergoes maintenance. 
 Because of harsh 
winter weather, the barn is 
in need of important repairs, 
including replacing windows 
and doors, shoring up insula-
tion, and re-seeding the grass 
on the property.

 While the barn is 
undergoing repairs, horses 
will be kept on campus. Ad-
ministrators do not anticipate 
disruption to student life and 

activities. Horses will be 
kept on the ground floor of 
Lackland; the basements of 
Lotte and Van Winkle; and 
the lounges of Founders and 
Bennett-Smith. Ramps will 
be provided to get around the 
horses’ inability to go down 
stairs. 

 The horses will be 
allowed to roam freely during 
the day. Hay will be spread 
on the quad for grazing. The 
Equine Studies department 
has anticipated that all the 
horses will be on campus by 
the early April.

Indoor ice hockey 
on campus?

Something seem not quite right?  
Check the date of this issue, above left.  

It’s the annual April Fool edition!

Who’s that horsey resident?
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By Kelly Jayne
 Centenary College 
has partnered with Warren 
County Conservation Com-
mittee to host the first-annual 
owl-focused Hands for Huts 
fundraiser…and it needs your 
help!
 In an attempt to 
save the soon-to-be-extinct 
owl population, Students 
at Centenary College and 
citizens in the community 
are encouraged to show off 
their construction-skills by 
building huts for owls in the 

neighborhood.
Come out and support your 
local hooters on a date and 
time to be announced.
 Food, beverages, 
games, giveaways, and music 
will be provided; all we need 
is you!  Participation tick-
ets are $10 for students and 
alumni and $15 for non-stu-
dents.  For more information, 
please contact the Warren 
County Conservation Com-
mittee at
1-800-this-is-just-a-joke.

Viewpoint!
Hooters don’t refer 
  only to burgers

By Alyssa Guarino
          The wait is over. Cen-
tenary College will have a 
Starbucks on campus for the 
fall 2015 school year. It will 
be located in Seay by the new 
International Offices.  
  While 
construction was going on in 
the Seay building, architects 
were making room for the 
Starbucks location. The buzz 
around campus is amazing. 
 Stephanie Tarantino, 
a senior, said, “I’m jealous 
of the underclassman having 
this, it’s going to be great, I 
might have to come visit to 
check it out.” 
 Students are excited 
to have another option to go 
to. With late night studying 
and overall busy schedules, a 
Starbucks is the perfect fit for 
this campus.
    It will be student-run, 
which gives more students 
job opportunities. It will also 
have a special Centenary 

drink. The staff will make it 
the student’s choice to vote 
for what kind of drink they’d 
like. Along with its being a 
Centenary special, it will be 
15percent off for all students.  
 The Starbucks will 
also accept Cyclone dollars, 
which will be great for stu-
dents. There will be seating 
and couches for students who 
would like to enjoy a coffee 
while doing some homework 
or studying.
         The Starbucks will be 
open 7 days a week, and open 
until 11 o’clock at night with 
the exceptions of Sundays, 
Sundays will have a 6 p.m.  
close. 
 Job applications 
for the café will be available 
from Student life which is 
located in Seay where the 
SAC is. They are accepting 
applications now. Student life 
is excited to have more job 
opportunities for students.  

Along with students run-
ning it, a manager from the 
Starbucks in Mansfield will 
be in charge of certain things, 
to keep everything smoothly 
running. Training for work 
study will start in September 
when news of who was hired 
will be determined. Centena-
ry products will be sold there 
as well, such as coffee mugs, 
thermos, and travel cups, 
along with regular Starbucks 
merchandise. 
            The new Starbucks  
hopes to make Centenary’s 
students’ lives easier. It is 
convenient, since it’s on 
campus. If someone is run-
ning late they don’t have 
to worry about stopping on 
their drive to school, they can 
grab a quick cup of coffee 
before swinging over to class.  
Here’s to an exciting new 
school year with a brand new 
coffee shop; happy sipping!

Starbucks on campus: 
 a new caffeinated option

By Joseph O’Connor
 Centenary College 
will soon introduce its addi-
tion to the Cyclones’ list of 
sports available to students  
with men’s volleyball, men’s 
and women’s swimming, and 
men’s and women’s tennis, 
teams starting with the spring 
semester of 2016. 
 Adding these sports 
teams should boost Cente-

nary College from a D3 to a 
D2 school, so that the college 
can offer partial scholarships 
to athletes of any sport. 
 The campus director of 
athletics has has named a 
pool director as the the coach 
for both men’s and women’s 
swim teams. Another admin-
istrator will be coaching both 
the men’s and women’s ten-
nis teams, both to be named 

shortly, and a coach will be 
hired over the summer for 
the men’s volleyball team.
 The addition of 
these sports teams to Cen-
tenary College will offer 
many more opportunities for 
students, and also a chance 
to increase enrollment by at-
tracting even more 
prospective enrollment.

Wanted more teams to cheer for? 
 To play for? 
  Stay tuned for imminent 
   additions to our 
     roster of sports

 Well, waddya think?  Did we 
get you?  Have you caught on to the 

fact that this is our annual April Fool 
edition?

 We’ve had some fun, and we 
hope you have, too.  

Starting with page 3, you can believe 
what you read.  Pages one and two? 

Not so much.
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Fifty Years Later, Have We Changed? 
    

 March marked the 50th anniversary of one of the pivotal moments in the Civil Rights movement, the vot-
ing rights marches from Selma to Montgomery. Marchers had attempted to make the journey before, only to be 
met at the Edmund Pettus Bridge by police, who violently ended their path in an event that would become known 
as “Bloody Sunday.” 
 But that did not stop the marchers from continuing their pursuit of equality. The struggle and perseverance 
of the marchers were depicted in the historical drama film and box office success Selma. Around 70,000 people 
gathered in Selma last month to commemorate the 50th anniversary and honor the brave men and women who 
dedicated their lives to fighting for their equality. 
 But just as we finished celebrating the momentous march, events of racism at a university spread across 
the country. 
 Fraternity members of the University of Oklahoma chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon were exposed chant-
ing racist remarks on a bus. The video was made viral by the campus equal rights group, Unheard. The administra-
tion was quick to sever ties with the fraternity. It began an investigation about expelling students involved with the 
chanting, citing that the university would not tolerate their behavior. As the situation spiraled, the country began to 
question whether this chanting was a single isolated incident by one chapter or a 15,000-member culture built on 
racism. 
 In a world 50 years after the voting rights marches, we have to ask ourselves, have we really moved into a 
post-racial America? How much have we really changed? It does not look like much. 
 Post-racial America is defined as “the United States devoid of racial preference, discrimination, and preju-
dice.” The idea of living in a non-racist society is a topic of frequent debate. Some argue that the inauguration of 
a black president for two terms proves that our society has moved beyond thinking about race. Others believe that 
not only are we still racial thinkers, but we are also regressing, losing some progress toward total equality that we 
had made. 
 In the past year, there has been more than a handful of fatal interactions between police and African 
American men. The stories have been followed intensively and sparked both riots and protests across the country. 
And while the fact that people are immediately speaking out against the violence and refusing to accept acts of 
racism, the fact that these types of events still occur proves that we are not yet living in a racist-free society. 
 Despite attempts and measures taken to promote equality among the races, statistics dispute any progress. 
African Americans and Latinos are subjected to more incarceration and longer sentence times than other races, 
even when tried for the same crimes. Drug-related crimes tend to be elevated, as well. Unemployment rates are 
higher and minorities often spend longer even searching for a job. But people still hold onto the notion that every-
one is given the same chances in the Land of Opportunity. 
 There have been numerous psychological studies to understand what exactly causes racism. A study at the 
University of Toronto claimed that racism is connected to the brain, where people seem to connect better with-
those of their own race. The same study claimed that people are less likely to feel connected to or empathy for 
people outside of their own ethnic group. A method of overcoming this? Engaging more with everyone around 
us, connecting with individuals from many different races, and understanding everyone as people.  Other sources 
claim that racism is learned; that parents pass on their comments and beliefs to their children, who in turn pass 
it to their children. Either way, the message is clear. We need to stop living in such a segregated society and start 
coming together. Only then can everyone be better understood and appreciated. 
 But as more race-based scandals and incidents break into the news, we feel a lot further from the goal of 
equality. However, there is a glimmer of hope rising from the peaceful protests of these events. In these situations, 
all people from all walks of life, regardless of skin color, stand up together to fight for justice for everyone. In the 
wake of the SAE scandal, the student body rose together to denounce the disgraceful actions of their fraternity. 
Between the union of all students at the University of Oklahoma against the fraternity and the thousands of indi-
viduals of all races who came out to support the 50th anniversary of Selma, maybe hope for a society free of judg-
ment and racism is not completely lost. 
                                                                                                                            Kathryn Nieves, editor

Op-ed page
Editorial
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By Micheal Clinton

 Art is everywhere. It’s in the sky. It’s in our friends. It’s even in our library. 
 In case you’ve missed it, our Taylor Memorial Library is home to more kinds of art 
than anywhere else on campus. The basement houses Art Underground, the shelves have mil-
lions of pages of literary art, Greene’s Beans baristas make latte art, and one librarian chalks up 
the Free Books bookshelf regularly with beautiful murals and quotes.
 Wendy Blewett, an Arcadia University Alumna with an art degree in metals and jew-
elry, is the library assistant in charge of decorating the bookshelf every two weeks. 
 “The director just decided one day that we had a bookcase and why not paint it with 
chalk,” Blewett explained. “I had free rein to make whatever I wanted.” 
 As it turns out, whatever she wants, ends up being a mini masterpiece. Blewett’s 
inspiration comes from everywhere. Maybe a movie she watched gives her an idea, or a conver-
sation with her coworker. Blewett says, “Everything I see or hear gives me an idea what to do.” 
Blewett uses quotes from Roald Dahl, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Malcom X, and even Yoda from 
Star Wars.
  As for the books, they really are free. Any student can walk in to the vestibule of the 
library and grab anything that’s there. The books come from donations that don’t suit the needs 
of the library. Sometimes the books are already in use, and at other times a book’s condition 
isn’t the best. The library will get rid of duplicates or outdated copies of the books. “We put 
them on the shelf because we know somebody wants to use them and can use them,” says 
Blewett. “Why not give them a place to live again?”
 That’s exactly what Blewett does for the bookshelf. What once was an old bookshelf is 
now a canvas for artwork. It doesn’t come easily, either. Blewett can spend anywhere from one 
and two hours to finish her masterpiece. It’s something for everyone to look forward to.  Stu-
dents can stop by every two weeks to see the new piece of art, while Blewett can finish off her 
week, strong. “It’s one of my favorite Friday things to do.” You can check out Blewett’s murals 
in the library or on Instagram @centenarycollege_nj.

A Bookshelf lovingly 
   covered in chalk dust

Campus

 Centenary College’s 
Event Administration class 
is working with actor and 
comedian Joe Piscopo for 
a bowl-a-thon and comedy 
night fundraiser for the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of New Jer-
sey on April 19.
 From 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m., the class will manage 
a Bowl-A-thon at Oakwood 
Lanes at 234 Route 31 in 
Washington.  
 The cost is $10 per 
person for groups of four or 
more.  Early registration cost 
is $12 and $15 at the door, 
per person. This opportunity 
is a great way to engage chil-
dren in the fundraising fun!  
Please note that Joe Piscopo 
will only be attending the 
Comedy Night.    
            At 6 p.m., Joe Piscopo 
will emcee a Comedy Night 
with Jeff Norris and Jay 
Black at Centenary College’s 
Sitnik Theatre at the David 

and Carol Lackland Center.  
Cost for the comedy night is 
$20.  
 There is also a VIP 
package, enabling atendees to 
meet and greet Joe Piscopo, 
Jeff Norris and Jay Black 
after the event.  The cost of 
the VIP package is $35.
 “This is a wonder-
ful opportunity to engage 
members of the community 
to attend two fun events to 
support a great organization,” 
said Prof. David Perricone, 
assistant professor of Sports 
Management at Centenary 
College.  “In addition, if you 
come to the Comedy Night 
you will experience an excel-
lent lineup, plus you can opt 
to meet Joe Piscopo.”
 For more informa-
tion about tickets or spon-
sorships, please call (908) 
852-1400, ext. 2357 or e-mail 
perriconed@centenarycol-
lege.edu.

Event Admin. class 
to run two fund-
raisers in April for 
New Jersey Boys 
and Girls Clubs
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By Micheal Clinton

 In case you missed 
it, there is a new member 
of the Student Life family 
on campus lately. Erin Carr 
is the brand new Student 
Programming Coordinator at 
Centenary College, and she’s 
jumped right into the position 
without any hesitation.
 An alumna of King’s 
College in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, Carr has held 
previous positions that dealt 
specifically with what her 
new job entails today. 
 “Over my four years 
at King’s I was involved in 
many extracurricular activi-
ties such as Campus Activi-
ties, in which I served as a 
leader working alongside 
10 other leaders, planning, 
facilitating and coordinating 
on- and off-campus events,” 
says Carr.
 Student Activities 
is the department in Student 
Life that oversees the weekly 
activities such as fitness 
nights, Cent Cinema, Presi-
dent’s Ball, Rock the Quad, 
and everything else you find 
on the weekly Cent_Life 
calendar. 
 Carr works closely 
with the acting director 
of Programming and Ser-
vice Lindsay Smith and is 
enthusiastic about the work 
they do together. “I am most 
excited about planning the 
upcoming events, creating 
new innovative and fun ideas 
with Lindsay, getting to know 
my work/studies even more 
and having fun in what I do,” 
says Carr.
 Although the job 
can be stressful at times, Carr 

says the pros always out-
weigh the cons. 
  “What I love most 
about my job is the interac-
tion I get to have with stu-
dents on a consistent basis,” 
she said.
  Just a few of the 
events Carr has been tasked 
with within her first few 
weeks on campus are the In-
tramural Basketball brackets, 
Mr. and Mrs. Centenary, and 
a game night designed around 
the popular app Trivia Crack.
 Carr’s goals are 
much more than program-
ming and coordination of 
campus events. “I love that 
I am fresh out of college so 
I can relate to the students, 
interact with them, and be 
a mentor for them. My true 
hope is to help be a guide for 
young teens and adults as 
they navigate through life and 
that starts with interaction 
among peers and involve-

Carr talk

ment in activities,” says Carr. 
Carr is already proving to be 
a wonderful and beneficial 
asset to the Student Life com-
munity and she’s only been 
here for a few short weeks. 
Her introductory semester 
also proves the warmth 
of the college community 
as a whole. Carr says that 
“the first month in the new 
position has honestly been 
so warming and welcoming. 
From day one the staff has 
been welcoming, engaging 
and personable. My work 
studies have truly been in-
credible I know how difficult 
it can be have someone new 
come into a position and they 
bring their style to the job 
but my work studies have 
helped me tremendously to 
adapt to the new environ-
ment.” Cyclone Pride shines 
through even in the snowiest 
of months.

Erin Carr planning student programs.  Photo: Micheal Clinton

By Jon Muñoz
 The Writing Col-
laboratory on campus will be 
hosting the 2015 Northeast 
Writing Centers Association 
(NEWCA) Conference from 
April 18-19, making history 
as this will be the first time a 
NEWCA conference will be 
held in New Jersey. 
 The staff of the 
Writing Collaboratory, 
totaling 19 students and two 
professors, will facilitate and 
manage the two-day confer-
ence. 
 “The conference 
came to Centenary at the 
insistence of the graduating 
seniors,” said Dr. Richard 
Sévère, director the Writing 
Collaboratory.  Originally, 
the 2015 Conference was to 
be held at UMass Amherst, 
but the institution withdrew 
from hosting the conference. 
Centenary then became the 
official hosting institution.  
  Thirty-two total 
presentations and workshops 
will be held in six sessions 
throughout the course of 
the weekend. Three of these 
workshops will be presented 
and run by various staff 
members of the Writing Col-
laboratory. 
 NEWCA is a region-
al affiliate of the International 
Writing Center Association 
(IWCA) and hosts annual 
conferences at colleges and 

universities throughout 
Maine, New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Connecticut, Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island, 
New York and New Jersey.  
Institutions from all over the 
country are invited. 
 
 Various institutions 
from not only the north-
east but also states such as 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Kansas and Ohio will be at-
tending the 2015 Conference. 
“Normally, these conferences 
average about 250 attendees 
from over 50 institutions,” 
Sévère noted.  He added, 
“This is a great opportunity 
for both the Writing Collabo-
ratory and for the college. 
Not only is this the first time 
the conference will be in 
this state—it will be held at 
Centenary. We can show off 
the campus and the Collabo-
ratory, keeping in mind that 
this spring marks the third 
year since the Collaboratory’s 
opening.” 
 The 2015 NEWCA 
Conference focuses on 
gender and sexuality in the 
dialogue of writing centers. 
The official title for this 
year’s conference theme is 
“Transcending Typecast-
ing: Inclusive Embodiment 
of Gender and Sexuality in 
Writing Center Dialogue.”

Centenary to host   
  NEWCA 
   Conference
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 This year, Centenary 
College’s Earth Week Com-
mittee welcomes members of 
the community to the celebra-
tion of Earth Day, which will 
be held on Saturday, April 25, 
2015, on the front lawn of the 
College.  This is the eighth 
anniversary of Centenary’s 
celebration of Earth Day.  
This family-oriented event 
will appeal to children of all 
ages!
 Admission to this 
event is free and will kick 
off at 8 a.m. with “Break-
fast with the Birds.”  Nancy 
Madacsi, retired Director of 
Centenary’s Taylor Memorial 
Library, will lead a nature 
walk/bird watching stroll at 
the Charles O. Hayford State 
Fish Hatchery, located next to 
the campus.  Dunkin Donuts 
in Hackettstown will be do-
nating donuts and coffee for 
the participants.
 The Earth Day 
Celebration main events will 
begin at 10:00 a.m. on the 
front lawn of the campus and 
will end at 3:00 p.m.
 “We are pleased to 
be able to host this annual 
event to celebrate Earth Day 
in this manner, and we hope 
to continue to generate a 
great deal of community in-
terest,” says Dr. Lynn Taylor, 
Professor of Equine Science 
at Centenary College.  “We 
are offering various activi-
ties for all ages to enjoy. The 
Earth Day Celebration will 
certainly be an event you will 
not want to miss!”
 The Earth Day 

Passport Program will once 
again be incorporated into 
the festivities.  Attendees can 
check into the Information 
Booth and receive a Passport 
Booklet for the Earth Day 
event.  By completing ac-
tivities and visiting vendors, 
attendees will collect stamps 
and stickers on their passport, 
which can then be redeemed 
at the Information Booth for 
a free goodie bag, while sup-
plies last.
 Other highlights of 
this fun-filled day include 
various children’s activities, 
such as flower pot painting, 
an educational ocean display 
and a crab habitat.  In addi-
tion, there will be a fashion 
display of recycled-material 
clothing by Centenary Col-
lege’s Fashion Department in 
the Front Parlours of the Ed-
ward W. Seay Administration 
Building, as well as a fashion 
show on the front walkway 
around the fountain at 12:00 
p.m.
 Live music and 
entertainment will take place 
throughout the day.  Local 
bands that will be performing 
will be Kathy Moser from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m., Skysleeper 
from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m., and 
the Matt Romangna Band 
from 2 to 3 p.m.  There will 
also be various vendors and 
environmentally themed 
groups at the event to help 
promote sustainability and 
environmental responsibility. 
Food will be available for 
purchase.
 Vendors, interested 

sponsors and individuals 
who would like to sign up for 
“Breakfast with the Birds” 
should contact Dr. Lynn 
Taylor at (908) 852-1400, 
ext. 2216, or taylorl@cente-
narycollege.edu.  For more 
information and to download 
the vendor or sponsor forms, 
please visit the website at 
www.centenarycollege.edu/
earthday.
 In addition, in an at-
tempt to educate our commu-
nity on Earth-related issues, 
the College offers a presenta-
tion on April 22, 2015 with 
Dr. Tony Broccoli, Professor 
at the School of Environmen-
tal and Biological Sciences at 
Rutgers University.  He will 
speak at the College at 2 p.m. 
in the Ferry Building, room 
12.
 Dr. Broccoli’s pre-
sentation entitled “The Cli-
mate Ahead: Global Changes, 
Local Impacts” focuses on 
the science of climate change, 
including a discussion of the 
basic physics, global observa-
tions of climate change and 
model projections of future 
climate change.  The talk 
will also discuss some of the 
potential impacts of climate 
change on our region and will 
close with a brief discus-
sion of society’s options for 
dealing with climate change.  
Members of the community 
are invited to learn more 
about this topic and partici-
pate in a discussion after the 
presentation.

By Charlton Duncan
 What is heaven on 
earth? 
 Is it a place in the 
sky where you play with the 
clouds and paint with the 
stars? Is it where people live 
in harmony with one another 
and the world is full of peace 
and harmony? 
  I’m not here to 
discuss fantasy, but there 
are technology designs that 
would revolutionize the way 
we live and possibly end 
world hunger. I’m talking, of 
course, of sustainability in 
housing.
                With forward leaps 
in green energy, architects 
now have the key to give free 
energy, free food, and free 
water through design. 
 Talk about abun-
dance! Imagine a world 
where your house provides 
your bottom scale of hier-
archy of needs. With design 
models like Earthships cre-
ated by Michael Reynolds, or 
the zero carbon housing for 
the city or suburb, the future 
looks like we can live with 
endless amounts of food. 

 Earthships are mod-
els that are made of recycled 
material, using our waste 
and turning it into a useable 
home. 
 These homes also 
provide free water by collect-
ing rain water and reusing it 
and filtering it through the 
plants that grow the crops.  
Zero Carbon housing sustain 
itself with solar panels which 
don’t give off any carbon 
emissions. 
 These are only two 
of the many models coming 
in this new age of green tech-
nology. There are projects 
like the Venus Project by 
Jacque Fresco that redefine 
how cities should be built by 
integrating nature and com-
munity farming. 
 Nature is the great-
est architect, so why not use 
its template to create our 
future? Now heaven on earth: 
what does this mean to you? 
The future world builders 
have the ability to sustain  
life and environments in the 
world, so I ask you why not?

A call for sustainability   
  through design

Centenary Earth Day scheduled

Campus
By Kelly Jayne
 The use of pesticides 
is killing the honeybee popu-
lation, and we need to put an 
end to it now! Honey bees 
contribute up to 80 percent 
of our food supply as they 
pollinate plants that provide 
us with fruits, vegetables, and 
nuts--even our meat and dairy 
supply! 
 Without honey bees 

we are “potentially reducing 
mankind to little more than 
a water diet,” said Maria 
Boland of Mother Nature 
Network, while discussing 
the Colony Collapse Disor-
der. 
 The Colony Col-
lapse Disorder is a devastat-
ing phenomenon in which 
increasing colonies of dead 

bees are surfacing. Factors 
such as poor beekeeping 
management and the use of 
deadly pesticides contribute 
to the increase of CCD. 
 After hearing of 
this epidemic, Lauren Bolek 
of Lebanon Township, New 
Jersey decided to become a 
beekeeper. “I saw a docu-
mentary on bee keeping and 

colony collapse disorder and 
it just inspired me,” she said. 
“Not just how important 
they are to our existence, but 
where are they going?”  
 Her interest in 
beekeeping has led Bolek 
to making her own honey, 
LBee’s Honey, which,she 
says, will be available in Sep-
tember, 2015. She said she 
had hoped to have her honey 
available sooner, but the 
process takes much longer 
than one would think.  
   
“In the whole life of one bee, 

it can produce one-eighth of 
a teaspooon,” said Danielle 
Beurteanux, writer of Bees 
Now Cleared for Landing.
 As you can see this 
is a concern for everyone to 
be aware of and is crucial in 
maintaining our food supply. 
 Boland said we 
need to educate ourselves 
about the necessity of bees; 
otherwise we will be left with 
bare crop fields and empty 
supermarket shelves. 
 For additional infor-
mation, please visit www.ars.
usda.gov/ccd

We need honey bees
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 Centenary Stage 
Company presents the world 
premiere of Randall Duk 
Kim and Anne Occhiogrosso 
starring in “Then Came Each 
Actor,” a celebration of and 
tribute to the legendary actors 
and actresses of the great 
classical stage tradition -- 
Sarah Siddons, Henry Irving, 
Julia Marlowe, Edwin Booth, 
Sarah Bernhardt, Eleonora 
Duse, Paul Robeson, Mor-
ris Carnovsky and Phoebe 
Brand -- whose body of 
work and lives on and off the 
stage have inspired Kim and 
Occhiogrosso for over four 
decades. 
 The two-character 
program combines perfor-
mance of signature scenes 
with recollections and mem-
oirs of these famous actors 
along with other memorable 
tales from their lives.  
 The production will 
also feature over 100 pieces 
of memorabilia from these 
legendary performances and 
lives which Kim and Occhio-
grosso have collected. 
  Kim notes: “To 
remember and revere actors 
such as these is to reflect 
upon our own standards of 
dedication and serves to 
inspire our work.”  
 The production has 
been designed by award-
winning stage designer Bob 

Phillips.  Performances begin 
Friday, April 10 through 
Sunday, April 26 in the Edith 
Kutz Theater at the David 
and Carol Lackland Center.
 For over 40 years, 
Randall Duk Kim and Anne 
Occhiogrosso have devoted 
their lives to the classical 
theatre through acting, direct-
ing teaching, commissioning 
new translations of classi-
cal works and developing a 
singular approach to classi-
cal text interpretation which 
combines, research, training 
and production. 
 This life-long dedi-
cation to classical theatre led 
to their founding, in 1979, 
along with founding partner 
Charles J. Bright, now de-
ceased, of American Players 
Theatre, Spring Green, WI, 
the only professional, outdoor 
classical rotating repertory 
theatre company in America 
at that time. 
  In order to give their 
Midwest audiences a taste of 
what they could expect, Kim 
and Occhiogrosso devised a 
solo show for Kim, “What 
Should Such Fellows as I 
Do?” which Occhiogrosso 
directed.  The 1979 produc-
tion featured the theatre 
memorabilia collection which 
they had begun amassing in 
the mid-1970’s.  Their memo-
rabilia collection includes 

production photos, programs, 
letters and personal treasures 
which have provided the in-
spiration for their own work 
in the theater ever since.
 
 Occhiogrosso has 
said, “It is so rewarding to 
see the faces of young actors 
light up when then see these 
photos, letters, books and 
programs. They seem to won-
der who these actors were 
and what it must have been 
like to witness them perform. 
And in that very moment 
they understand that they are 
part of a very rich and impor-
tant theatrical heritage.  Their 
tales of individual triumphs 
and heartaches bring to light 
that what we feel today 
is really no different than 
what they felt. The stories 
are sometimes funny and 
sometimes sad but always a 
glimpse into the very special 
lives these actors lived.”    
 
 As creators of the 
Centenary Stage Company 
series “Great Authors Out 
Loud,” Randall Duk Kim 
and Anne Occhiogrosso have 
offered readings from authors 
Edgar Alan Poe, Mark Twain, 
Dorothy Parker and James 
Thurber and classical theatre 
playwrights William Shake-
speare, Sophocles, Moliere, 
Chekhov and Ibsen which has 

drawn a loyal and enthusias-
tic following since 2012.  In 
addition to the readings, they 
have taught a Shakespeare 
Intensive Course at Centena-
ry College in which students 
study one play over a13- 
week period. The last three 
semesters focused on Hamlet, 
The Merchant of Venice and 
King Lear.
 Winner of the OBIE 
Award for Sustained Excel-
lence, Kim began his early 
career with the legendary 
Joe Papp and the New York 
Public Theatre’s Shakespeare 
Festival and performed 
leading classical roles at 
some of America’s finest 
regional theatres including 
Hamlet, Shylock, King Lear, 
Falstaff and Oedipus Rex, 
among many others.  He has 
been seen on Broadway in 
Flower Drum Song, Golden 
Child and The King and I but 
perhaps is most universally 
recognized as The Keymaker 
in the film Matrix Reloaded 
and the voice of “Oogway” in 
the DreamWorks’ animated 
film Kung Fu Panda. Mr. 
Kim’s TV and film work in-
cludes the BBC Special Pris-
oner in Time, Anna and the 
King, Memoirs of a Geisha, 
Dragonball Ninja Assassin, 
Elementary and John Wick.
 
 Director Anne Oc-
chiogrosso received national 
attention for her body of 
work at American Players 
Theatre where she was co-ar-
tistic director.  An acclaimed 
director, dramaturg, acting 
coach and actress, her focus 
has always been classical 
theatre with a special empha-
sis on the works of William 
Shakespeare. At the Ameri-
can Players Theatre, she 
directed 16 Shakespearean 
plays along with works of by 
Moliere, Ibsen, Plautus, and 
Chekhov. She also performed 
the roles of The Nurse in 
Romeo and Juliet, Gertrude 
in Hamlet, Natalya in The 
Proposal, Madame Arkadina 
in The Seagull, Jocasta in Oe-

dipus Rex and Anna Petrovna 
in Ivanov, a production which 
was co-directed by Mor-
ris Carnovsky and Phoebe 
Brand who have served as 
career mentors to both Kim 
and Occhiogrosso. She has 
also taught at the Stella Adler 
Conservatory of Acting and 
the New York Shakespeare 
Festival.  Professional part-
ners onstage for over four 
decades, Occhiogrosso and 
Kim are married in real life.
 
Tickets for Then Came Each 
Actor are $25 for adults 
on Matinees and Fridays 
with discounts for seniors, 
students and children under 
12. Saturday evening perfor-
mances are $27.50 for adults 
with discounts for seniors, 
students and children under 
12.  Thursday evening perfor-
mances are $25 for all tickets 
with a special Family Night 
2 for 1 rush ticket discount 
when purchased at the door 
2 hours prior to performance 
time.  For more informa-
tion or to purchase tickets 
visit centenarystageco.org or 
call the box office at (908) 
979-0900. The box office is 
open Monday through Friday 
from 1 to 5 pm and is located 
in the David Carol Lackland 
Center at 715 Grand Ave. 
Hackettstown, NJ.
 
 The 2014-15 season 
of performing arts events at 
the Centenary Stage Compa-
ny is made possible through 
the generous support of the 
Geraldine R. Dodge Founda-
tion, the NJ State Council 
on the Arts, the Shubert 
Foundation, the Blanche and 
Irving Laurie Foundation 
and CSC sponsors, includ-
ing Premier Sponsor Heath 
Village Retirement Commu-
nity, Silver Sponsors Hack-
ettstown Regional Medical 
Center, The Holiday Inn in 
Budd Lake, and Fulton Bank 
of New Jersey, and Centenary 
Stage Company members and 
supporters.

Randall Duk Kim, at right,  
and Anne Occhiogrosso star 
in  the world premiere of Then 
Came Each Actor at Centenary 
Stage Company April 10-26. 
Photo, courtesty of CSC.

World premiere of 
     Then Came Each  Actor at CSC in April

“The best actors in 
the world either for 
tragedy, comedy, his-
tory, pastoral…These 
are the only men…” 
Hamlet, Act 2, Scene 2
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 The two-night. 
6th Annual Blues Bash at 
Centenary Collegelast month, 
blended Blues, Americana, 
and other styles of music -- a 
real treat for music lovers!  
There was lobby entertain-
ment and main stage perfor-
mances!
 The first night’s 
line- up included the award-
winning Todd Wolfe Band 
performing with special 
guest John Ginty on the B-3 
Hammond Organ, along with 
The Bob Lanza Band.  Wolfe 
was part of Sheryl Crow’s 
band for many years, but has 
a distinct sound of his own 
that has gotten him national 
recognition.  
 Ginty, a found-
ing member of the Robert 
Randolph Family Band, is 
one of the most sought after 
keyboardists in the U.S., hav-
ing played with the Allman 
Brothers, Santana, Govt. 
Mule, Bob Wier and Ratdog, 
Widespread Panic, and on 
a regular basis, the Dixie 
Chicks, among others.  
 The Bob Lanza 
Band has certainly taken 
the region by storm in the 
last year seeing enormous 
success, particularly on the 
festival scene where they 
have become a solid crowd 
favorite and are now in high 
demand.
 The second night’s 
line-up featured the Godfa-

ther of Americana, David 
Bromberg and his Quintet.  
 Bromberg was born 
in Philadelphia in 1945 and 
raised in Tarrytown, NY. “As 
a kid I listened to rock ’n’ 
roll and whatever else was on 
the radio,” says Bromberg. “I 
discovered Pete Seeger and 
The Weavers and, through 
them, Reverend Gary Davis. 
I then discovered Big Bill 
Broonzy, who led me to 
Muddy Waters and the Chi-
cago blues. This was more or 
less the same time I discov-
ered Flatt and Scruggs, which 
led to Bill Monroe and Doc 
Watson.”
 Bromberg’s sensi-
tive and versatile approach 
to guitar-playing earned 
him jobs playing the Village 
“basket houses” for tips, the 
occasional paying gig, and 
employment as a backing 
musician for Tom Paxton, 
Jerry Jeff Walker and Rosalie 
Sorrels, among others. He 
became a first-call, “hired 
gun” guitarist for recording 
sessions, ultimately playing 
on hundreds of records by 
artists including Bob Dylan 
(New Morning, Self Portrait, 
Dylan), Link Wray, The 
Eagles, Ringo Starr, Willie 
Nelson, and Carly Simon.
 He toured with his 
own band for some time 
and then went into semi-
retirement for a while and 
got into the violin making 

business. In 2013, content 
with the balance of both his 
violin business and perform-
ing career, Bromberg was 
ready to record again with his 
live band. Enlisting old friend 
Larry Campbell (three-time 
Grammy-winning producer 
for Levon Helm and multi-
instrumentalist with Bob 
Dylan) and engineer Justin 
Guip, David and his group 
entered Levon Helm Studios 
in Woodstock, NY, in March 
2013. Enlisting some of 
Helm’s former recording and 
touring musicians for added 
instrumentation, the David 
Bromberg Band emerged 12 
days later with Only Slightly 
Mad, a return to his genre-
bending albums of the’70s 
and ‘80s. Bromberg fans will 
find blues, bluegrass, gospel, 
folk, Irish fiddle tunes, pop 
and English drinking songs 
happily coexisting as they 
can only on a Bromberg 
album.
 Opening up for 
Bromberg was the blues duo 

Mulebone.  The launching 
pad for their musical expres-
sion is traditional blues.  
Together they have recorded 
a CD which spent 15 weeks 
in the Top 100 Albums in 
America. Along with playing 
live and TV appearances, 
they won blues artist of the 
year at radio stations from 
Seattle, Washington to Red 
Bank, New Jersey. Any given 
week, you may find them 
playing clubs in NYC or 
entertaining at private parties 
thrown by David Rockefeller, 
Bruce Wasserstein and other 
East Coast residents who are 
enthusiastic about bringing 
these boys in for a party by 
road, sea or air. 
 The Blues Bash also 
featured pre-show entertain-
ment at Marleys Gotham 
Grill each day, and a post-
show party on Saturday night 
at Marleys.  To learn more 
about Joe Hirsh Productions, 
visit www.joehirshproduc-
tions.com.
 Sponsors and sup-

porters of Blue Bash 2015 
are the Inn at Millrace Pond, 
Good Impressions Printing 
& Mailing, Karmabridge 
Acupuncture, Hackettstown 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict, Marley’s Gotham Grill, 
PNC Bank, Cathy Miller 
Photography, HTV Media 
Productions, WNTI, and CHP 
Communications. 
The 2014-15 season of 
performing arts events at the 
Centenary Stage Company 
is made possible through the 
generous support of the Ger-
aldine R. Dodge Foundation, 
the NJ State Council on the 
Arts, the Shubert Foundation, 
the Blanche and Irving Laurie 
Foundation and CSC spon-
sors, including Premier Spon-
sor Heath Village Retirement 
Community, Silver Spon-
sors Hackettstown Regional 
Medical Center, The Holiday 
Inn in Budd Lake, and Fulton 
Bank of New Jersey, and 
Centenary Stage Company 
members and supporters.

6th annual Blues Bash 
rocked Sitnik Theatre 
in David and Carol 
Lackland Center 

David Bromberg, who performed at the Blues Bash last month.



10



11

 This past semester, 
Centenary College Theater 
students have had the rare 
opportunity to work with a 
modern dance pioneer and 
Centenary alumna, Ruth 
Grauert, in Professor Anto-
lini–Lid’s Dance for Theater 
and Advanced Dance for 
theater course.
 “I wanted the 
students to explore more 
than just dance found in the 
musical theater, but also how 
dance has permeated the 
theater world through devised 
works that combine move-
ment, dance, song and text 
to create dynamic theatrical 
pieces,” says Prof.Antolini-
Lid, assistant professor of 
Theater Arts at Centenary 
College.
 Even now, on 
Broadway this theatrical 
trend can be seen in pieces 
such as The Curious Inci-
dent of the Dog in the Night 
and the off-Broadway block 
buster Sleep No More. 

By Jessica Lordi
 When Leonard Nimoy died, a little bit of the future 
went with him. As the much-loved Mr. Spock on Star Trek, 
Nimoy embodied the possibility of that future: where all 
cultures coexisted in peace, and the highest priority was not 
war, but discovery.   His trademarks of the 
character were kindly; the Vulcan hand gesture, which was 
actually a Jewish blessing, and he used the phrase “Live long 
and prosper” liberally, even on Twitter, ending every tweet 
with “LLAP.”
 In addition to acting, Nimoy was also a director, 
who made two Star Trek movies and the comedy Three Men 
and a Baby. He published two volumes of autobiography and 
a book of poetry. He was also an accomplished photographer, 
focusing on the beauty of the female form and the feminine 
aspects of God (which raised some eyebrows in the 
Orthodox Jewish community). Nimoy largely retired from 
acting to focus on photography, but he returned to play 
Spock twice 
more in J.J. Abrams’s Star Trek films, as Spock Prime. 
 Perhaps Nimoy - truly a renaissance man - summed 
himself up best in one of his poems: “ Sometimes I wonder / 
Where I belong / In the future / Or / In the past / I guess I’m 
just / An old-fashioned / Spaceman.”

A farewell to 
 Leonard Nimoy Having Grauert 

in class offered the perfect 
opportunity to expose the 
student to the fundamental 
applications of the devis-
ing technique through her 
knowledge and expertise in 
the dance theories created by 
Modern Dance pioneer Alwin 
Nikolais.  Grauert worked 
alongside Nikolais for over 
40 years, serving as a stage 
manager, lighting specialist 
and much more.
  The Centenary 
students worked on recon-
structing the dance under the 
guidance of Grauert and Prof.
Antolini-Lid throughout the 
spring semester.    The piece, 
originally scored for six 
dancers, will be performed 
with 18 dancers.
 “It is a real treasure 
having her in class,” says 
Antolini-Lid.  “The amount 
of knowledge, history and 
insight she shares with the 
student is immeasurable.   

In the dance world, we are 
quickly losing the opportu-
nity to work with people who 
have actually had contact 
and worked alongside the 
generation who gave us 
the foundation we have in 
modern dance,  such as Alwin 
Nikolais  and Martha Graham 
to name a few.  The student 
will realize the significance 
of the educational experience 
they have had under Ruth’s 
inspiring instruction and 
lectures for years to come.”
 
 “Shapes and Shad-
ows” will perform for one 
night on campus as part of 
the student dance showcase.  
 The dance showcase 
will be held on April 1, 2015 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Carol 
and David Lackland Sitnick 
Theater on the Campus of 
Centenary College.  For more 
information, please contact 
the Centenary College Box 
Office at 908-979-0900.

Modern dance icon Ruth Grauert sets original 
work in Centenary Theatre students

The  Arts

Senior Thesis Dance 
  Performance planned

 Centenary Stage Company’s Family Fun Series returns on Sat., April 11 at 2 p. m. 
in the Sitnik Theater with Clueless.  This fun, interactive detective romp will have everyone 
laughing and wondering who the real murderer is.  Join the familiar characters including 
Mrs. Beige, Miss Crimson and Professor Peach as they come together on the 10th anniver-
sary of the death of millionaire Pennyworth Boddy. After learning a stash of gold is hidden 
somewhere in the room and that a killer is lurking among them, the group try to outwit each 
other with the help of the audience in a hilarious race to figure out whodunit.  Will they find 
the gold and the murderer or will they be Clueless?  This family-oriented show promises 
everyone a good time....or you’ll die laughing!
               Tickets for Clueless are $20.00 for adults and $17.50 for children under 12.
For more information or to purchase tickets visit, centenarystageco.org, call the box office 
at (908) 979 – 0900 or stop by the David and Carol Lackland Center

Clueless returns to Centenary

By Jahson Myers-Inman
 Spring means Rock 
the Quad is on the way! For 
the third time, this popular 
free music event returns on 
April 24. Centenary College’s 
Rock the Quad started off as 
a music festival and was held 
for the first time in 2011.  
   Centenary senior 
Maria Castner researches and 
books talent for the show, 
speaks with booking agents 
and is responsible for the 

budget for the entire event. 
Five talent acts are the fea-
tured entertainment. As a part 
of her planning process she 
has a $10,000 budget for the 
event. Two rock bands, two 
rap acts and a miscellaneous 
act perform. 
 Castner, along with 
the Student Activities Depart-
ment will host the annual 
Battle of the Bands competi-
tion as a prelude to Rock 

the Quad. This event allows 
student bands and surround-
ing area bands and groups to 
perform for a Centenary audi-
ence. The winning act will fill 
the one miscellaneous talent 
slot and open up for Rock 
the Quad. Past winners have 
even been children of faculty 
members here. Student, town 
and even faculty participation
is encouraged.
 The event features 

Senior Lisa Kosak (pictured far right) choreographs a group 
of dancers for a planned Senior Thesis Dance Performance 
in April. Dancers pictured are: Justina Gun, Dana Gangitano, 
Amanda Coons, Megan Miller, Christiane Darensbourg, and 
Lauren Taglienti.                                  Photo: Micheal Clinton

main stage musical perfor-
mances, an outside barbeque 
provided by Chartwells 
supervisor Linda Gonia and 
on-campus cafeteria staff, 
games and other activities. 
For the past two years the 
event has been headlined by 
Philadelphia-based rap duo 

OCD Moosh & Twist. The 
pair had been recommended 
to Caster, and after watching 
and hearing (via YouTube) 
for herself, she booked the 
two for their first Rock the 
Quad appearance two years 
ago, and they’ve been well 
received since. 

Rock the Quad in April
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A Centenary men’s basketball 
	 	 documentary	film	takes	shape	
By Daniel Graham
 We often see trailers 
for upcoming films that go 
along these lines: “Coming 
soon to a theater near you is a 
film that will have your heart 
by the end of it.” 
 We don’t mean to 
brag, but we are working on a 
film that we feel will do just 
that.
 As part of a project 
for the Documentary and 
Independent Films class 
taught by Prof. Boris Gavr-
ilovic, a group comprised of 
Jamie Iwanicki, Nick Bianco, 
Alyssa Guarino,Yalitza Cas-
tillo and me, are in the 
midst of producing a short-
subject documentary on the 
first men’s basketball team at 
Centenary College.
  Prof. Gavr-
ilovic’s class takes students 
outside of the classroom and, 
in groups, has them work 
on film projects. The class 
requires students to produce 
a short-subject documentary 
and an independent film. 
 Gavrilovic, an expe-
rienced filmmaker, assists his 
students in every step of their 
productions, from pre-pro-
duction planning to camera 
work and editing. 
 Since its inception 
in 1989, Centenary men’s 
basketball has been the cor-
nerstone of men’s sports at 
Centenary because it was the 
first men’s sports program to 
be instituted here, and begin 
play.
 In its first season 
during the 1989-90 academic 
year, the team was led 
by head coach and Cente-
nary athletic director Catello 
“Cardy” Gemma. 
 Gemma had made 
a name for himself in New 

Jersey high school basketball 
before arriving at Cente-
nary.   For over 
30 years, he had been head 
coach of the basketball 
program at Glen Rock High 
School, where he also served 
as a history teacher. In 1961, 
Gemma’s boys’ basketball 
team won the state champion-
ship. He was continuously 
named coach of the year 
by the Bergen Record and the 
Ridgewood News over the 
course of his career. In 1987, 
Gemma retired from Glen 
Rock and became Centena-
ry’s athletic director shortly 
after.

 When Centenary 
became a co-ed institution in 
1988, one of the first orders 
of business was to integrate 
men’s sports into the ath-
letic program, which was 
Gemma’s main assignment as 
athletic director.              
 He eventually de-
cided to double up his duties 
by becoming the head coach 
of that first men’s basketball 
squad and rounded out his 
roster with 11 players, which 
included Centenary’s even-
tual all-time leading career 
scorer in basketball, Kevin 
Boswell, and current execu-
tives for the Brooklyn Nets, 
Fred Mangione and Drew 
Green.

    Things were not as easy 
as one would assume for the 
team. For starters, Centenary 
was not even a member of the 
NCAA, and wouldn’t be until 
1997. As an independent pro-
gram, Centenary had to settle 
for whatever competition it 
could find.  That could have 
been an actual NCAA pro-

gram, a fellow independent 
college team, a junior college 
or a community college. 
 Another problem 
was finding a home court. 
Due to the confined spaces of 
the gym Centenary had at the 
time, it was not deemed regu-
lation size, which prompted 
Centenary to use the facilities 
at Hackettstown High 
School to play home games 
on. Nevertheless, the Cente-
nary men’s basketball team 
picked up its first-ever win on 
Dec. 9, 1989, when it
defeated Sussex County 
Community College 80-77. 
 A basketball 
commemorating that first win 
is on display in the John M. 
Reeves Student Recreation 
Center on campus as is a 
team photo of that first team.
 As part of this proj-

ect, we have  reached out to 
several members of that first 
team for interviews as well 
as to those who were close to 
Gemma, 
who recently passed away. 
Current Centenary athletic di-
rector Billie Jo Blackwell has 
been one of the interviewees 
for this project, as she 
was a student at Cente-
nary and was familiar with 
Gemma as well as several 
players from that first men’s 
team during that time.

    The story of the first men’s 
basketball team is an im-
portant one for Centenary, be-
cause it opened the door for 
what Centenary athletics has 
become. Currently, the col-
lege has 15 sports teams, 
eight of which are men’s 
sports. This year’s men’s bas-

ketball team at Centenary ad-
vanced as far as the Colonial 
States Athletic Conference 
semifinals and achieved a 
berth in the Eastern College 
Athletic Conference tourna-
ment shortly after. 
 As we take a mo-
ment to congratulate the 
Centenary men’s basketball 
team for their accomplish-
ments this season, we can’t 
help realizing that it all likely 
would not have been 
possible without the hard 
work, vision and effort by 
the 1989-90 Centenary men’s 
basketball team, the charter 
members of Centenary men’s 
sports, and especially its 
founding father, Catello 
“Cardy” Gemma, to whom 
this film is dedicated.

An archival photo of a Centenary basketball team featured in the student-made 
documentary for the film class taught by Prof. Boris Gavrilovic

Sports


