MORE

AFFORDABLE
Than You Think

Private School Quality, State School Price
For many families the average cost to attend Centenary
University is about the same as a state school —
SOMETIMES EVEN LESS.

Families just like yours are able to afford a quality,
private education at Centenary.
Many of our Centenary University students have family
incomes less than $50,000 per year. It’s more affordable
than you may realize.

Centenary distributes
more than $18 million in
grants and scholarships to
our students every year.

Quality, Private & a Great

VALUE

Centenary University is committed to working with
you and your family to make a Centenary education
affordable for you. So talk to us. We’ll help you
understand FAFSA, loans, grants, and scholarships.
We’ll work together to try to make the money
part work.
You will be automatically reviewed for merit
scholarships based on academic performance,
without regard to financial need. Centenary merit
scholarships range from $7,000 to $25,000. These
scholarships are not need-based and are awarded
based on cumulative high school GPA for freshman
applicants. If you have completed a GED or have

less than 24 attempted post-high school
transfer credits, you will be considered for
these scholarships. If you are a transfer
applicant your scholarship will be awarded
based primarily on cumulative college GPA,
although other factors may be considered.
You will be notified of your award in your
admissions packet.
Each year, Centenary University awards
approximately $18 million in scholarships,
grants, and awards to our traditional
undergraduate students. Centenary does
not require a separate application for
financial aid, however you should complete
your FAFSA as soon as possible to ensure
that you receive all aid you are eligible for.

Complete your FAFSA: FAFSA.gov
CENTENARY’S SCHOOL CODE IS

Additional Help Paying for Centenary
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• Federal Pell Grant
• Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant (SEOG)
• Federal Direct Subsidized and Unsubsidized
Stafford Loans
• Federal Work Study Program
• New Jersey Tuition Aid Grant (TAG)
• New Jersey Educational Opportunity Grant (EOF)
• New Jersey STARS II
• New Jersey Governor’s Urban Scholars Program
• Outside Scholarships
• Parent PLUS Loans
• Private Loans

Centenary University
400 Jefferson Street
Hackettstown, NJ 07840
Undergraduate Admissions
908-852-1400 ext. 2217
800-236-8679
Financial Aid Office
908-852-1400 ext. 2350
finaid@centenaryuniversity.edu

AN INVESTMENT IN YOUR FUTURE

&
AFFORDABLE

Smart

SMARTInvestment

A

A Centenary education is a smart investment
in your personal growth and ongoing success.
The career outcomes our students achieve
pay dividends for a lifetime. But what will it
actually cost—and how will you pay for it?
Those are good questions. This guide provides
some helpful answers.
Bottom line?
You

CAN afford Centenary University.

Last year alone, Centenary awarded
approximately $15 million in scholarships,
grants, and awards to students like you.
Ninety-nine percent of Centenary students
receive some form of financial aid. For many
families, the out-of-pocket cost for a quality,
private education at Centenary University is
about the same as a state school.

Admission Scholarships and Awards
In an effort to reward outstanding academic
achievement, Centenary has established a
variety of scholarships and awards to recognize
our incoming students. Although many
Centenary students demonstrate financial need,
these awards are based solely on academic
achievement and promise for excellent
scholarship. All students who apply for
admission to Centenary University are
considered for these awards.

Admissions Awards are Renewable
Students remain eligible for their Admission
Scholarships and Awards as long as they maintain
continuous full-time enrollment and meet the
minimum standards for satisfactory academic
progress. Students will need to complete the
FAFSA each year to be eligible for grants.

Freshman on campus charges = 45002 – average ALL grants and scholarships = 27,291 = 17,711 out of pocket
Transfer commuter charges = 33558 – average ALL grants and scholarships of 20,047 = 13,511 out of pocket

Financial Aid

STEP-BY-STEP

The financial aid process isn’t exactly the same for everyone, but everyone
must follow the same basic steps described here.

1. Apply for Financial Aid
Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online at FAFSA.gov. Complete
your FAFSA as soon as possible after October 1. Your eligibility for all federal, state, and
Centenary grants as well as federal loans will be determined once you have been admitted and
your FAFSA has been received.
Keep in mind…
• If YOU LIVE IN NEW JERSEY, click the link on the Confirmation page of your FAFSA to
complete additional information to expedite state grant processing.
• If you are not interested in federal loans, state grants, or need-based grants, please let us
know immediately.
Non-Centenary Scholarships:
There are countless sources of student aid but you have to find some of them. Whenever we
learn about scholarship opportunities, we post them at centenaryuniversity.edu/scholarships.
Check in regularly for updates.
Veteran’s Benefits and Discounts:
If you’re a veteran, thank you for your service. Contact the Director of Veteran’s Services at
(908) 852-1400, ext. 2318. Centenary is a Yellow Ribbon Program school.

2. Submit Requested Information
Occasionally additional information is needed. Please provide any requested documents as soon as
possible. Keep copies of what you submit.

3. Review Your Award
Your award notice will explain what financial aid is avaliable to you and outline your estimated
costs for the upcoming year.

4. Make Payment
Financial aid may not cover all of your costs. To cover any remaining balance, you may need to
consider other financing options:
• Parent PLUS Loan: centenaryuniversity.edu/parentplus
• Private loans: centenaryuniversity.edu/privateloans

Financial Aid

DO’S &
DON’TS
Do Fill Out That FAFSA

We’re Here to Help
The staff in our Financial Aid Office
works with you personally to make
a Centenary education a reality. Our
commitment is to assure that you
receive the maximum federal, state,
and Centenary financial aid for which
you are eligible.

You MUST complete a FAFSA to access federal
government loans and grants and Centenary
grants. Take advantage of the IRS Data Retrieval
Tool. It allows you to access the IRS information
needed to complete the FAFSA. It also allows you
to transfer tax return data directly into your online
FASFA application. The sooner you complete it, the
better your chances of receiving aid.

Don’t Delay
Many people are applying at the same time for the
same finite resources. If you wait too long, grants
and scholarships may be gone for the year.

Do Keep a Calendar
Note deadlines for submitting scholarship, grant,
and financial aid applications.

Don’t Assume
Confirm that applications and supporting
documents you sent (to Centenary or anywhere
else you’re applying for aid) were received.

Every student is unique, so your
actual cost of attendance will depend
on your degree program, where you
live (on campus, off campus, or at
home), and your individual tastes
and circumstances.

Do Be Consistent
When filling out various documents, use the same
name, address, financial figures, etc. Discrepancies
raise questions and that slows the process.

Don’t Delay
We said that already…and can’t emphasize it
enough!

Centenary University
Financial Aid Office
908-852-1400 ext. 2350
finaid@centenaryuniversity.edu
centenaryuniversity.edu/finaid

