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Departmental Events
Education Forum
By Izabelle Weisman

On April 26, the Education and Mathematics Department
virtually celebrated the clinical interns of the 2021 Spring
Semester. The student teachers faced many challenges this
year, experiencing the difficulties of online, in-person, and
hybrid instruction. However, they endured these oppositions
head-on. The teacher candidates were joined by guest speaker
Joel DeBarros, Director of Curriculum and Instruction and
Supervisor of Special Services in Roxbury Township.
DeBarros shared words of encouragement and inspiration to the
aspiring teachers, emphasizing the importance of empathy,
kindness, and mindfulness. The Education and Mathematics
Department congratulates the following students for their
dedicated and passionate work this year: 

 

 

All of the clinical interns have demonstrated innovation and
passion throughout the year, and the Education and Mathematics
Department is immensely proud of their extraordinary
achievements. 

Jessica Hewitt 
Lauren Makarevich 

Shannon May 
Katie O’Shea 

Kaitlyn Scripko 
Maxinne Spann 

Michael Thompson 
Rebecca Weisman 

 

Julia Anthony 
Krista Aversa 

Lily Battell 
Kaylee Bennett 

Christopher Danberry 
Kimberly Ervey 
Sean Graham 
Samantha Hess

 

Laura Allen 
Ashley Ayers

Taylor Barbagallo
Jimmy Battell 

Devon Emerick 
Sarah Fairweather
Bethany Mantineo 

 
 

Greg Matechak
Jeremy Nurnberger

Brian Schiffman 
Brandon Soden 

Ana Sodi Maldonado
Chris Tavaglione 

 
 

At this event, New Jersey Teachers of the Year Christopher
Butchko, Meghan Radimer, Courtney Kopf, and Jennifer
Skomial offered congratulations and career advice to the group
of interns. 

Future Educators Event
The Education and Mathematics Department hosted the fourth
annual Future Educators Event in January 2021. This year’s
event was virtual and had over 90 participants from eight high
schools in four counties. Centenary University’s Vice President
of Academic Affairs Dr. Amy D’Olivo started the event with a
welcome address to all attendees. The event also featured
teachers of the year who shared their pathways to teaching, book
recommendations, and insight into the profession with the future
teachers. This portion was followed by questions from the
audience. This group of esteemed educators included Jennifer
Skomial (2019 New Jersey State), Chris Butchko (2020 Morris
County), Meghan Radimer (2020 Sussex County), and Courtney
Kopf (2020 Warren County). Current Centenary Education
majors (Amanda Ackerman, Lorianne Coronado, Tricia
DeGeorge, and Amber Sporer) spoke on a student panel about
their own motivations for entering teaching and responded to
questions from the attendees. The event concluded with a panel
of the Education and Mathematics Department faculty who
provide further insight through a Q&A session. 

The Education and Mathematics Department also congratulates
the clinical interns recognized on December 7, 2020 at the Fall
Education Forum for their outstanding hard work and dedication: 
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Looking around my
classroom, I had so many
mixed feelings. My once
inviting library area was
taken away. All books lay
hidden behind curtains.
Desks displayed plastic
shields and were spread out
approximately 6 feet apart.
Inhaling a deep breath I
wondered, what would this
year be like?

Fast forward to the spring. I’ve worked in person and online.
We’ve had both short and long shutdowns.  Through it all, I
kept adjusting and evaluating my plan of action. I have found
that I can still learn and grow through the most difficult
circumstances. I went from being new to Google Meet to
running 4 laptops so that I could have 3 to 4 groups learning at
once. Reading, writing, and math needed a whole class
introduction and then small group facilitation. My student
teacher and I rotated through the groups during these sessions.  

For me, whether it’s online or in person, learning has to be an
adventure of sorts. I had to dig deeper to keep students invested
in their learning. Small groups, projects, and larger writing
pieces like research papers still needed to happen. My class
especially liked a poetry unit where we read, discussed, and
dissected a variety of poems. Students practiced voice and 

learn how to express ourselves better through poetry.
Students need to be proud of their work and invested in the
process. 

I’m delighted with what my students have accomplished this
year! In person, we still gave presentations, learned to write
using a variety of different genres, processed investigations
in math and science, and learned how to evaluate and
compare novels. Yes, we also used a plethora of different
online platforms as well.

Stories from the Classroom

fluency by creating and
illustrating poem
PowerPoints with their
own voice recordings.
Then we worked online
with a well renowned
published author B.J.
Ward to create our own
poetic pieces. Our
“Meets” with Professor
Ward made us laugh and
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By Robin Iaione, fourth-grade teacher at Mansfield
Township Elementary School, M.Ed. in Educational
Practice, Centenary University

Working Through it All
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Keeping our days diverse
and meaningful is key. One
day we met at a local park
to work on letter writing
and investigate the
watershed system. In a few
weeks, we’ll be working
with Mr. Norman Worth to
create a real radio
commercial with WRNJ
Radio Station on behalf of
Katie Donaldson from 

Donaldson Farms. To prepare for that we created
commercials based on a chapter from James and the Giant
Peach. Nothing can make a teacher happier than seeing the
class become excited about what they’re working on.

My students have always
enjoyed having a student
teacher from Centenary
University. This year we’ve
been fortunate to have Kaylee
Bennett work with us through
the year during both of her
practicums. She continues to
create progressive and creative
material for the students to
work with. Having an extra hand has been invaluable!

Elementary education remains challenging in many ways.
However, with everyone on board, learning can still happen
and be a meaningful journey! I’m thankful for parents who
know how to partner with their teacher and students who
desire to learn.



Sean and Kimmie are well-accomplished
students; both are in the Honors Program
and completed rigorous research for their
capstone projects while maintaining the
Dean's List. Both of them hold several
leadership positions on campus, including
the First Year Leadership positions, which
they have both held for the past three years.
They each anticipate graduating with four 

As seniors at Centenary University, Sean and Kimmie had the
privilege of completing their practicum and student teaching at Green
Hills School in Green Township. Green Hills is a kindergarten
through eighth-grade school in a rural town with some amazing
students, teachers, and staff. Sean and Kimmie have been friends
throughout their college careers and have found this bond to be very
beneficial in challenging each other to achieve their fullest potential.
As pre-service teachers, they found that collaboration, especially with
each other, is crucial for succeeding in their college classes and in
their student teaching placement.

 

When reflecting on their student teaching experiences, they found
that one rewarding aspect of student teaching was that they were
able to teach content in a meaningful and creative way so that the
students could form a deeper understanding and make connections
to the content. Both couldn’t help but feel joy when a student had
that “ah-ha” moment and was able to grasp a concept due to their
efforts and teaching strategies. Sean and Kimmie feel lucky to have
had this opportunity to practice their teaching strategies and
collaborate with their cooperating teachers, who were extremely
supportive and fantastic to work with.

While teaching third-grade ILA, Kimmie taught a lesson on the
importance of finding text evidence to support a student's claim or
answer. To practice this skill, she created a short story called the
"Cookie Culprit" and an interactive crime scene in a Google
slideshow format that modeled the written story. The students were
able to search for and manipulate clues from the story in the crime
scene slideshow to determine which clues were relevant to the
question, "who is the Cookie Culprit?" The two virtual students
were very excited because this activity allowed them to manipulate
and be actively engaged with the lesson in the same way that the in-
person students had. Kimmie was proud to see her students be so
excited to become reading detectives. They had identified the dog
as the Cookie Culprit and were able to prove this claim by finding
clues and evidence from the story. That day, the third-grade
students left class looking for paw prints and other clues in the
hallway.

While teaching 8th grade social studies, Sean taught a lesson on the
Declaration of Women's Rights. Sean had students analyze excerpts
of the text and determine to what extent the grievances in the
document have been resolved today. During this activity, students
learned about how some grievances in the document, such as
income inequality, have still not been resolved to this day.
Engagement in this lesson was high because Sean made the content
relevant to the student's lives. 

They have had amazing opportunities in these placements; however,
Kimmie and Sean agreed that the most rewarding part of student-
teaching has been getting to know the students. Sean was lucky
enough to work with the same group of eighth-grade students since
September. Over that time, Sean got to know his students’ interests
and made personal connections with each of them. Kimmie felt very
lucky to be able to work with several different age groups.
Although she misses her fifth graders, she can maintain her
relationship with these students by greeting them in the hallway.
Both Kimmie and Sean are heartbroken to finish their placement
and say goodbye to their wonderful students.
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Stories from the Classroom
Our Student Teaching Experience
By Sean Graham '21 and Kimmie Ervey '21
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School Science 5-8 endorsement and her
Teacher of English K-12 certifications.
Sean and Kimmie’s placements allowed
them to see a wide variety of content areas,
grade levels, and learning needs. Sean's
general education placement was in an
eighth-grade US history classroom and his
special education placement in an eighth-
grade math classroom. Kimmie's general

certifications, both earning their Teacher of Students with Disabilities
K-12 and their Teacher of Elementary K-6 certifications. Sean is also
earning his Middle School Math 5-8 endorsement and his Teacher of
Social Studies K-12 certification while Kimmie is earning her Middle

 

education placement was in a fifth-grade instructional language arts
class and in a resource placement for third-grade ILA, fifth- and
sixth-grade ILA, and fourth-grade math.

Sean and Kimmie found it important to work together and to
collaborate to overcome some of the challenges brought upon by the
pandemic. They would meet at least once a week to have dinner
together and discuss their student teaching placement. During this
time, they would share experiences, technology, and tools that they
used to improve their teaching practices.  



Book: Eduheroes: How to Transform Relationships
into Powerful Tools for Classroom Success by
Deanna Jump 

Video: Grit: The Power of Passion and
Perseverance by Angela Lee Duckworth 

Podcast: 10 Minute Teacher Podcast 

Quote: “Don’t be a leaf… Be a tree!” -- Charles M.
Schulz

Developing Relationships through Reading

Undergraduate students in EDU3053: Foundations of Literacy
Instruction continued their service learning right through the pandemic.
Centenary’s future teachers paired up with virtual reading buddies from a
local school district.  The objective was for the Centenary students to
provide K-12 students with enriching experiences to encourage a love of
reading. Centenary students understand that literacy instruction can be
used to build human connections which is something that everyone is
seeking more of these days. Through weekly activities, read alouds, and
conversations, these future teachers gained experience working with
children as they fostered a love a literacy within each child. Developing
relationships through reading…timely and effective!

Board 
of 

Inspiration
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Centenarians for Others
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professional development opportunities. In March, I presented at the NAPDS
national conference, virtually, alongside Dr. Marianne Pratschler and Mrs. Paige
Schmiedeke. Our presentation focused on “Kindergarten Countdown” in the
COVID-19 environment. “Kindergarten Countdown” is a four-day program that
occurs before the school year begins. Centenary’s early childhood education
students work with the staff at Mountain Villa School to create meaningful
lessons to teach to the incoming kindergarteners. I participated in “Kindergarten
Countdown” and am now completing my student teaching in one of the
kindergarten classes. “Kindergarten Countdown” provided the teachers with an
opportunity to observe the students so that they could be placed in the classroom
most suitable for them. At the NAPDS conference, we discussed the program as
well as the adjustments that need to be made to follow the COVID-19 protocols
such as social distancing, mask wearing, and virtual teaching. This was a great
opportunity to collaborate with other professional development schools and
professionals throughout the country. 

Professional Development
By Lily Battell '21

The National Association of Professional Development
Schools (NAPDS) is an organization that encourages and
advocates for professional development schools.
Centenary University and Allamuchy Township School
District are professional development schools where they
collaborate to encourage leadership. I am a clinical intern
at Mountain Villa School in the Allamuchy Township
School District, and I have been able to participate in such

https://eduheroes-book.com/shop/ols/products/eduheroes-book
https://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_grit_the_power_of_passion_and_perseverance/up-next
https://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_grit_the_power_of_passion_and_perseverance/up-next
https://www.coolcatteacher.com/podcast/


Why did you choose to study at Centenary, and how did it
help you in your career?

A year or two before I enrolled in Centenary, I moved to
Hackettstown from New York City. I did not know much about
the university except that the campus was gorgeous! While the
buildings and landscaping enticed me to step foot on the
campus, the programs and supportive faculty convinced me to
stay. 

What are some of the highlights of your career so far?

I have been truly blessed in my career. I am currently an ELA
Instructional Supervisor in the Mount Olive School District.
Early in my career, my highlights included the relationships
that I was able to make with students. The best part of being a
teacher will always be those relationships. I was able to
connect with students through literacy, and in turn, they shared
their successes with me. Now, I have the ability to coach
teachers and support them as they continue the work in the
classroom. 
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Why did you want to come back to Centenary to become a
professor?

When I was a student, in both my undergrad and graduate
programs, I loved the professional network that I was able to
develop. I was in classes with people who loved education and
really wanted to make a difference in the lives of their students.
I was also taught by professors who were lifelong learners and
were passionate about the power a teacher. 

What were your favorite courses that helped you prepare
for teaching in the classroom?

I do not necessarily remember the names of specific courses,
but I do remember the coursework that had a lasting impact on
me. Centenary taught me how to be a reflective educator,
which is one of the most important qualities a teacher can have.
I make a conscious decision to think about my successes and
areas where I might need to shift my thinking. I also appreciate
the classes that required me to research what was new in
education. That is something educators always have to do.
Lastly, my coursework taught me the importance of having fun
with my lessons. Educators need to be passionate and creative!
As an undergrad, I remember creating an introduction Romeo
and Juliet lesson where students study a “crime scene” to try to
determine what happened in the play. It was so much fun to
create! As a graduate student, I was asked to continue to stretch
to demonstrate that same passion and creativity. The salad
“cooking show” final project for Professor McCoy
immediately comes to mind!

Are you in another graduate program at Centenary? If so,
please tell us about it!

I am currently taking classes in the Educational Leadership
program. While I am taking classes a few years after earning
my last degree, I have found that some things never change.
My courses challenge me but also provide me with that
professional network that I have always loved and
appreciated. The professors that I have had are amazing! I am
grateful for their guidance, expertise, and support!
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Alumni Spotlight

Interview with Lea Margosiak, B.A. in English and M.Ed.
in Reading from Centenary University. Professor
Margosiak teaches in the Master of Education in Literacy
Instruction program.
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Dr. Cathy Benedict
Dr. Dan Johnson

Morris County Friends of Public Education
Dr. Benedict and adjunct professor Dr. Johnson were honored
in April by the Morris County Council of Education
Associations (MCCEA) each as a "Friend of Education" for
2021 for their support in public education.

Sean Graham 
Outstanding Academic Achievement Award

This award recognizes a graduating student for outstanding
performance and dedication to the field of education. Sean is
graduating Centenary with his Elementary K-6 certification,
Teacher of Students with Disabilities endorsement, Middle
School Math 5-8 certification, and  Teacher of Social Studies
K-12 certification.

New Jersey Distinguished Clinical Intern Nominees
This award is presented jointly by the New Jersey Department
of Education and the New Jersey Association of Colleges for
Teacher Preparation to publicly recognize the top graduates of
New Jersey's teacher preparation programs and their highly
dedicated cooperating teachers. The award ceremony will be
held virtually on June 9, 2021. At this ceremony, 15 students
will be named as NJ Distinguished Clinical Interns.
Centenary's nominees are:

 
Laura Allen / Andrea Aussems,

3rd Grade General Education and Special Education
Allamuchy Township School

 
Ashley Ayers / Rose Shine, 

2nd Grade General Education and 
Elizabeth Norris, 4th Grade Special Education 

Riverview Elementary School, Denville
 

Ana Sodi Maldonado / Dana Harrington,
 Secondary Mathematics and

Brent Maczko, Special Education
West Morris Central High School, Chester

 

 

 
Dr. Peter Morris

SSP Architectural Group/Centenary University 
Doctoral Dissertation of the Year 

Peter Morris' dissertation is titled Teachers and Tech: The
Relationship between Motivation to Incorporate Educational
Technology and Teacher Job Satisfaction. His research
examined whether teachers who were more intrinsically
motivated to incorporate technology in the classroom were
happier at work. Dr. Morris currently teaches Social Studies at
Byram Middle School.

Lauren Makarevich 
2021 Transfer Valedictorian

Lauren is graduating Centenary with her Bachelor of Arts in
Education Liberal Arts and with her Elementary K-6
certification, Teacher of Students with Disabilities
endorsement, and P-3 certification.

 

S P R I N G  2 0 2 1 E D U C A T I O N  B U Z Z

Awards

6

The Education and Mathematics Department is excited to offer
a new major starting in the 2021-2022 school year. Students
will be able earn their Bachelor of Arts in Education Theater
and their New Jersey Teacher of Theater Certification.

In graduate studies, the Master of Education in Educational
Practice program will now be offering candidates the
opportunity to earn their New Jersey Teacher Leader
Endorsement.

After 15 dedicated years to Centenary University, Dr. Simon
Saba plans to embark on new adventures. Dr. Saba prepared
undergraduates for the rigors of teaching, spearheaded the
Master of Education in Educational Practice program,
developed the Raritan Valley/Centenary University partnership
program, and took charge of the department's accreditation
responsibilities, among many other contributions. We will miss
Dr. Saba and send him well wishes.

 

Announcements



DEFENSIVE CORNER
The following Ed.D. candidates defended their dissertations this
spring:

Brad Davis: The Induction Process and Its Effect on Retention and
Self Efficacy

Michelle Gadaleta: The Impact of Transformational Leadership on
School Culture/Climate as it Relates to Staff Inspiration and
Motivation

Coleen Gallagher-Butler: Adverse Childhood Experiences and their
Effects in the Classroom: Are Our Educators Prepared?

Brian James: The Perceptions of Parents of Students with Disabilities
Towards the IEP Meeting

William Kochis: The Relationship Between Per Pupil Spending and
Student Achievement in Sussex County, New Jersey

Michael Nicosia: An Examination of Perceived Effectiveness of
Intervention and Referral Service Teams

Brianna Panetta: Physical Fitness and Academic Achievement: The
Relationship Between Fitness and Academic Measures of Third and
Fourth Grade Students

Denise Scairpon: Digital Screen Time: The Effects on Social and
Emotional Development of Four and Five-Year-Old Children

Brittany Schiano: Redesigning Developmental Mathematics to
Improve Community College Retention Rates and Student Success 

Dr. Erica McCrystal, Education and Mathematics

Department member and Graduate Director of the

M.Ed. in Educational Practice program, published

her first book Gotham City Living: The Social

Dynamics in the Batman Comics and Media with

Bloomsbury Publishing. In her book, Dr. McCrystal

examines the people of Gotham City throughout

history. She discusses childhood development,

gender, sexuality, race and ethnicity, class, and

criminality in the comics and films within the

Batman franchise.

Dr. Jeanene Dutt's (Centenary Ed.D 2019) article

"Developing Transformational Teams: The

Importance of a Shared Vision and Goals,

Collaborative Problem Solving and Celebrating

Success" was published in the Spring 2021 edition of

Educational ViewPoints, the magazine for the New

Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association

(NJPSA). Her National Podcast presentation  is

available to watch: "Do What Matters Most for

Educators." Jeanene is the principal of North Warren

Regional High School and an adjunct faculty member

in our Educational Leadership programs.
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Research
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https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/gotham-city-living-9781350148901/
https://zoom.us/rec/play/EbASoTIMPHZDSQ9sZWJR8MBhmvTTGoUH34embeWonP2sZhxEY85vvMMHGtaMESKBquO2HF7yLZt_6JN-.xrrWW6QWcRTRyD3Y?startTime=1619725946000

